FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 10, 2006

ILLINOISSUPREME COURT TO UNVEIL NEW JUDICIAL WEBSITE

Chief Justice Robert R. Thomas of the lllinois Supreme Court announced Tuesday a redesigned
website for the Illinois judiciary that makes it easier to locate the most popular information and
introduces several new features to aid the public, educators and members of the legal professon.

The new website will continue to be accessed at www.gate.il.us/court and will premier on
November 1, 2006

Although the content of the current web site has changed significantly over the past five years, the
look and design of the ste haveremained the same. The Adminigrative Office of the lllinois
Courts, which assgs the Supreme Court in administering the state's judicial branch, developed
the new web dte, including the desgn of the Ste’ s new appearance, its content and functionality.

“I believe that as the third branch of government, it iscritical that we provideto the public
information and resources to understand and access the judicial system, and the Court’ swebsite
has been redesigned to help achieve this goal,” said Chief Justice Thomas. “The items most
frequently accessed —such as Supreme Court and Appellate Court opinions, Supreme Court rules
and announcements —are now easier to find; and several new segments have been added..”

According to Mr. Skip Robertson, Assgant Director of the Administrative Office’' s Judicial
Management Information Services Division, the current site receives more than 100,000 visitors
per month, with the Supreme and Appellate Court opinion pages being the most frequently
visited. Mr. Robertson commended his staff, which includes an Internet Services Group, for its
work in designing and developing the ste which meetsthe Court’s intended objectivesand is
representative of the entire judicial branch of government.

Cynthia’Y . Cobbs, the Supreme Court’s Director of the Administrative Office, said that the
Court’ s web site has been, and will likely continue to be, the most efficient means to reach
consumers of judicial information. The newly designed site, said Director Cobbs, provides a
platform which is visually appealing, interactive, and more efficiently presents information and
servicesthat relate to the entire Illinois Judicial Branch.


http://www.state.il.us/court

Supreme Court Web Site Redesign
Add One

Nearly all of the new site’ s features, including an audio-video message from the Chief Justice, can
be accessed from the sit€’ s primary page. Based upon user feedback and an increasing demand
for current information by today’s Internet-savvy judicial community, the primary objective of the
redesign was to streamline access to information and to incorporate particular technologies that
will support future Supreme Court initiatives.

On the new site, Supreme Court documents such asits opinions, docket and announcements
along with the Appellate Court opinions will be accessed under a“Quick Links’ section on the
home page.

One of the new segments, entitled “Citizen Self-Help,” will offer guidesto the court
system aswell as links to information regarding citizens rights, responsibilities and legal resources
such as lllinois child support information and an Illinois attorney locator.

Another new feature designed for educators includes links to such things as mock trid
teacher training materids, Legislative Reference Bureau materials on the U.S. and Illinois
constitutionsas well asto resources that describe the function of the court systemand history of
the lllinois judicial system.

The new site will contain easy-to-access links to the web sites of all the Judicial Circuits of
Illinois and ther attendant information; and to the official government and judicial web dtes of
each of the 50 states.

For the legal community, the webgte will include links to the Committee on Minimum
Continuing Legal Education, the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission, Illinois
Board of Admissionsto the Bar and several others.

Users may dso subscribe separatdy to 18 available lig services to receive free e-mail
notifications on information ranging from court opinions and announcements to procurement
opportunities.

Like the current site, it also will include biographical information on Supreme Court and
Appellae Court judices, information regarding the Administrative Office of Illinois Courts, which
assiststhe Court in administering the state€ sjudicial branch, as well as press releases pertaining to
news of the Court and the judicia branch.

(FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Joseph Tybor, press secretary to thelllinois
Supreme Court at 312-793-2323)



